










[image: Rabbi Mercy]




	Home
	Privacy & Cookie Policy



	About
	Who Am I and What I Do
	In My Life (A Story of my life)



	Outreach
	Prison Chaplaincy
	Jewish Education
	Marriage
	Joining the Tribe
	V’haya Eem Shamoa
	Jewish Chaplaincy Society
	Parnassah-Fees



	Blogs, News and Information
	Contact

 


















 










Rabbi MercyI believe that everyone should have access to their traditions regardless of the directions our lives sometimes take.	Home
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Shalom & Welcome to
 





Rabbi Dina-Hasida Mercy's Website!

 





Where Judaism is relevant, meaningful and joyful.
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Services Offered
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Prison Chaplaincy
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Jewish Education
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Marriage & Unions
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Joining the Tribe
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V’haya Eem Shamoa
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Chaplaincy Society
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Services Parnassah-Fees












 
















Welcoming the Shabbat
 






You may ask why the first mitzvah of Shabbat is the kindling of lights. That is because Shabbat is actually a celebration of the Creator and His Creation. G‑d’s creation of the world follows a seven-day cycle, which peaks each Shabbat and begins anew. At Creation, the first thing that was brought into being was light. Therefore, it is appropriate to kindle lights at the start of Shabbat in commemoration of the first light that was created.
 
 








Full PDF CALENDAR OF SHABBATT CANDLE LIGHTING, READINGS, HOLIDAYS AND FAST BELOW
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Blogs, Information, News, History, Community & More...
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Sukkot is a festive time meant for gathering together. A few facts to help you.
 Community, Holidays, Fasts, Festivals
04/09/2023
407Views 0Likes 
by admin 
ShareLikeTweet



Sukkot is a weeklong Jewish holiday that comes five days after Yom Kippur. Sukkot celebrates the gathering of the harvest and commemorates the miraculous protection G‑d provided for the children of Israel when they left Egypt. We celebrate Sukkot by dwelling in a foliage-covered booth (known as a sukkah) and by taking the “Four Kinds” (arba minim), four special species of vegetation. Sukkot also means “booths” or “huts” in…


Read more
 








Yom Kippur, most solemn of Jewish religious holidays – Just a few facts!
 Community, Holidays, Fasts, Festivals
04/09/2023
425Views 0Likes 
by admin 
ShareLikeTweet



Yom Kippur means “Day of Atonement.” It is the holiest and most solemn day of the Jewish year and is a fast day. According to tradition, at the end of Yom Kippur, God “seals” our fates for the coming year (i.e., whether we will be inscribed in the Book of Life). The main themes of this day are sin, repentance…


Read more
 








Rosh Hashanah – a few facts and insights
 Education, Holidays, Fasts, Festivals
04/09/2023
519Views 0Likes 
by admin 
ShareLikeTweet



The central observance of Rosh Hashanah is blowing the shofar (ram’s horn) on both mornings of the holiday (except on Shabbat), which is normally done in the synagogue as part of the day’s services. Rosh Hashanah feasts traditionally include round challah bread (studded with raisins) and apples dipped in honey, as well as other foods that symbolize our wishes for a sweet year. Other Rosh Hashanah observances include candle lighting in the evenings…


Read more
 








Felonious Monk is Celebrating Tu-Bishavat
 Community, Holidays, Fasts, Festivals, Jewish History
26/01/2023
692Views 0Likes 
by admin 
ShareLikeTweet



Felonious Monk is celebrating Tu Bishvat with a (daydream) hike in the Holyland! He is resting against an olive tree that is hundreds of years old. He reflects on how peaceful it is here with an ancient symbol of peace (remember the dove and the olive branch from the story of Noah?). He says a quiet prayer asking peace for…


Read more
 






 


















































Important Upcoming Dates
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Passover
Begins sunset of  Monday, April 22, 2024 and 
ends nightfall of  Tuesday, April 30, 2024
What is the real meaning of Passover?
Passover, or Pesach (PEH-sach) in Hebrew, commemorates the slavery of the Israelites in Egypt and their ultimate exodus to freedom. This story of redemption from slavery is the “master-story” of the Jewish People – a story that has shaped Jewish consciousness and values.


Read more
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